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applies. Si duo dicunt idem, non est idem, ' It two
languages say the same thing, it is not the same
thing.5

If there is fetish-worship everywhere, the fact is
curious, no doubt; but it gains a really scientific
value only if we can account for the fact. How a
fetish came to be a fetish, that is the problem which
has to be solved, and as soon as we attack fetishism
in that spirit, we shall find that, though being appa-
rently the same everywhere, its antecedents are
seldom the same anywhere. There is no fetish with-
out its antecedents, and it is in these antecedents
alone that its true and scientific interest consists.

Antecedents of fetishism.

Let us consider only a few of the more common
forms of what has been called fetishism; and we
shall soon see from what different heights and depths
its sources spring.

If the bones, or the ashes, or the hair of a de-
parted friend are cherished as relics, if they are kept
in safe or sacred places, if they are now and then
looked at, or even spoken to, by true mourners in
their loneliness, all this may be, and has been, called
fetish-worship.

Again, if a sword once used by a valiant warrior,
if a banner which had led their fathers to victorj^, if
a stick, or let us call it a sceptre, if a calabash, or
let us call it a drum, are greeted with respect or en-
thusiasm by soldiers when going to do battle them-
selves, all this may be called fetish-worship. If
these banners and swords are blessed by priests, or if